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and afterwards. . 
rom authentick F t 


1 Cor BOTS 29. 1 bor: (Prophert judge; compared with 32. 
* Ihe Spirits "of rhe. rophet t. are 92 to the Prophets ;- 1 this 

ſtrong Reaſon, Verſe 39. For Gods not the gut bor of cou on, bugf 
of: Peace, as in all the Churches 5 the Saint. ad 
r. Durham on the Revelation, E. 100. # N 


Power is a neceſſary and concerning Duty; and that without this 
*-Submiſſon, there could bs no Government nor Exerciſe of F 


SUBMISSION fo the CENSUREs of 


SUSPENSION and DEPOSITION; 
exemplified in the CASE of the very 
Reverend Mr. Wim Corlvit, ſome- 
time one of the Miniſters of Edinburghs 
and afterwards Principal of the College 
there, from authentick and unqueſtio- 
nable Pouchers, | | 


read the Committee of the Com- 


ſembly their Narrative and 
State of the Proceeedings of the 
Judicatures of the Church of 


' Maſters Ebenezer Erskine, Mi- 

| liam Wilſon, Alexander Mon- 
erief, and Fames Fiſher; wherein they repreſent the 
Reaſonableneſs and 3 of the ſaid Miniſters 


theix, Submiſſion to the Cenſures of this Church pro- 


nounced againſt them by the very Reverend Commil- 


fion, according to the expreſs Direction and peremp- 2 
tory Appointment of the late General Afembly, 
from all the Topicks of Petſwaſion brought from 1 


A 2 


AVING bad the Curioſity to 
miſſion of the laſt General Af 


Scotland, againſt the Reverend 


e 
of 7 * 
5 We . 


* 


itution, the Judgment of other Proteſtant Church 
broad, the Acts of former General Aſſemblies, an 


Airy; and, in fine, from the humble Submiſſion of 


mae two worthy and eminent Miniſters of the 
| p. 26. acquaints us in the following Paragraph. 5 
+ & Miniſters of great Renown in this Church have 


| 77 neyer reclaimed, countin the Exerciſe of their Mi! 
cc 


beniſtry a light Thing, to be put in the Balance with 


* drew Ramſay and Milliam Col vil Miniſters of E- 
i dinburgh, and Ornaments to the Church of Scot- 
& land, for Eminence in Learning, Diligence in their 
* Calling, and Strictneſs in their Converſation, were 
* {ſuſpended from the Exerciſe of their miniſterial 
Function, becauſe they had not Clearneſs about the 
« Sinfulneſs ef the Duke's Engagement, and not read- 
* ing the Cauſes of a Faſt upon that Account, which 


3 „ But theſe good and great Men never offered to pro- 
. ** teſt againſt the Sentence as void and null, nor pre · 
2 &< ſumed to exerciſe any Part of their Paſtoral Office; 


fe nay, tho' the Aſſembly Auno id, proceeded 
< againſt them to the Sentence of Depoſition, the 
© never attempted it. till the Sentence was taken off. 
The above-mentioned Arguments are ſo ftrongly 
aid in the Commitee's Narrative, that I was ex- 
ceedingly defirous to know what theſe cęnſured Mi- 
hiſters could poſſibly reply in their own Defence : 
And having peruſed their Revzew, wherejn they pre- 
tend to examine the Reaſonings of the Narrative, 
J muſt profeſs, that they give me no Manner of Sa- 
tisfaction, however it may be ęſteemed as 2 mighty 
Performance by their deluded Followers. It is not 


mY 


= - Word of God, the Nature of our eccleſiaſtical Con - 
he ſolemn Engagements of all the Minifters of this 
hurch, before their Ordination to the holy Mini- 
the Reverend Maſters Andrew Ramſay and William 


ity of Edinburgh, of whom the Committee, Nar. 
been ſuſpended for leſſer Faults by Aſſemblies, and 


the Order and Peace of the Church. Maſters An- 


* was judged by many to be a-very ſevere Cenſure: 
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my Intention to writ an Anſwer to the ſaid Review,” 9 
thinking it will be ſufficient to recommend to every: , 
intelligent Perſon to read again the Committee's Nar- 
ati ve, after he has peruſed the Reviews; and he 
will find, that the Rew/ew is a very harmleſs Reply, 
and an effectual Proof, that they have a deſperate 
Cauſe, which cannot be maintained and juſtified. f 
But ſince the Character of the worthy and learned 
Principal Colvill, once a ſhining and burning Light 
in this Church, is diminutively ſpoken of by the Re- 
verend Reviewer; and ſince every good and honeſt 
Man will have a Regard to the Memory of that emi- 
nent Servant of Jeſus Chriſt, they cannot but read 
with ſuitable Reſentment the following Paragraph of 
the Review, which begins at the Foot of p. 11/t, 
© But that the World may not be impoſed upon, nor 4 
« Reflection rubb'd on the Memory of two famous 
« Aſſemblies, we ſhall briefly ſet this Story in a fair 
„ Light. The Commitlion of the General Aſſem- 
« bly, Anno 1647, having been unſucceſsful in their 
© Remonſtrances and Petitions againſt the Engage- 
© ment in a War with England, appointed a Faſt, 
© among other ' Reaſons, upon the Account of 
& the Unlawfulneſs of the ſaid Engagement, as being 
& a finful Aſſociation with Malignants, for bearing 
„ down the Uniformity ſwarn to by the three King 
* doms; but Meſſieurs Ramſay and Colvill refuſed 
« to obſerve the Faſt, upon theſe Grounds ; and when 
« the Matter came before the Aſſembly 1648, they 
© emitted a ſolemn Teſtimony and Declaration againſt 
© the ſaid Daene 3 wherein they lay open tha 
“ Sinfulneſs of it, from the Word of God; and prove - 
it to be a manifeſt Breach of every Article of the 
„ Oath of God, ſworn by the three Kingdoms, as 
* the Declaration itlelf, Mmbly 1648, Sei. 21/8 


ie more fully bears. Notwithitanding of this Decla- 
“ration, ſupported by many weighty and ſtrong 


Reaſuns, the above two Miniiters could not be 
„ brought to a Senſgof their Duty; therefore that 
| = Aſſem- 
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« Aﬀfembly laid them under a Sentence of Suſpenf(-" 
66 


„ the Enemies of the covenanted Uniformity ; and 
for the fame Reaſon the Aſſembly 1649 depoſed 
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on, as joining with, and ſtrengthning the Hands of 


„them from the Office of the Miniſtry: The ſaid” 
« Aſſembly having alſo declared the Engagement in 
« the War with England to be contrary to the Word: 
4 of God; the Solemn League and Covenant, and de- 
ſtructive to Religion, Hem. 1649, Se. 19. As 
this is the Caſe with reſpeR to the above Miniſters; 
ſo, if the reverend Narraters could have ſaid that 
the Aſſembly 1933, and their Commiſſion, did lay 
us under a Sentence of Suſpenſion, &c. for ating Il © 
contrary to the Word of God, and our covenanted ſe 
Reformation, the Caſe had been ſome what Parallel: te 
But, did not the late Aſſembly proceed againſt us t 
by mere Church Authority, without evidencing | 
their Decifions to be agreeable to the Word, or the. \ 
Rules and Conſtitutions of this Church? It was o- 
therwiſe in the two famous Aſſemblies above I * 
„ mentioned; they evidenced the Juſtice of their = 
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Conduct and Practice from the Word of God and il © 


our Covenant Engagements, as may be ſeen by the - 
above Declarations emitted by them. We ſhall h 
only add, that'theſe two Miniſters being depoſed £ 
by the Aſſembly 1649, that Sentence was not 
taken off but By an Aſſembly, where the Party that 
declared fur the publick Reſolutions ſuſpended and 
depoſed ſeveral eminent Miniſters of the proteſting 
Side, for the ſame Reafons for which they eren 
Meſſrs. Ramſay and Colvil from theſe Sentences : 
Therefore, as this Inſtance does not prove what 
the Committee deſigned by it, ſo they have no 
great Honour by adducing it; and tho? they give a 
large Character of the above two Miniſters, yet 
the Revival of this Story is no great Service done 
to their Memory.” | 
Here the Rewerrers give it out, that the Commit- 
tee by their Relation impoſe upon the has Lon 
„ 1 theres 
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therefore undertake to ſet this Story in a fair Light, 
as if the Committee had been unfair in their Repre- 
ſentation of it: It diſpleaſes them that the Committee 
has given a large Character of theſe two Miniſters, 


which they reſent, by telling them they have no great 


Honour by adducing this Inſtance; and that the Re- 
vival of this Story is no great Service done to their 
Memory. But, can it be any Diſhonour to de- 
clarethe Truth concerning two Miniſters, who made s 
very great Figure in the Church in their Day, and to 
ſhew their humble Submiſſion to, and Chriſtian Pati- 
ence, under the ſevere Cenſures of the Church; but 
ſetting them before the cenſured Brethren, as a Pat- 
tern for their Imitation, is really the true Ground of 
their Offence and Diſpleaſure. DO SEE 
As to the firſt of theſe worthy. Paftars, namely, 
Mr. Andrew Ramſay, he was 4 Perſon of ſo * 
Merit and Learning, that be was preferred to 
the Profeſſion of Divinity in the College of Edinburgh 
in the Year 1621 or 225 in which Station, he acquit- 
ted himſelf to the Satisfaction of all, and continued 
in it till the Year 1639, when, it ſeems, he refigned 
his Profeſſerſhip. on what Occaſien, or for what Rea 
ſons, I know not; but the Author of the Appendix 
to Spotſword's Church-Hiftory, informs us, That 
« Fohn Sharp Doctor of Divinity did Annzo 1630 ſuc- 
< ceed him as Profeſſor: Mr. Ramſay was ſo confi- 
derable a. Miniſter, that he was the third Moderator 
in. our National Aſſemblies, after the Reformation 


of this Church Arno 1638 from Prelacy. Mr. Alex» 


ander Heuderſon was Moderator in the Aſſembly 
Anno 1638, Mr. David Dickſon in the Aſſembly 
Anno 1639, and Mr. Andrew Ramſay in the Aﬀem- 
bly Anno 1640, at which he atted a Part, fo becom 
ing the Chair, that in the Year 1641, when the AL 
ſembly met at Sr. Andrens, he was by their Act con- 
tinued Moderator, till that Aſſembly was tranſlated 
to Edinburgh, when he was ſucceeded by Mr. Alex» 
gader Henderſon in the Year 1646, when the * 
| | | bly 
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| bly had not Time ww go thro! the laborious wark of 


ſearching into'the Dictates of Principal Strang Doctor 


of Divinity in the College of Glaſgorv, to ſee if they 


contained any Thing contrary to the received Docs 


trine of this Church, and other reformed Churches; 


He was the leading Divine in the firſt of the five 
Claſſes, to whom that Enguzry was committed, as 
is evident from the Aﬀembly's Act Juuii 18. Anno 
1648, which Principal Haillie has preſerved and turn- 
ed into Latin in the Life of Dr. Strang, prefix d to 
Dr. Strang's learned Treatiſe in 470, De znterpreta- 
rione & perfettione Scripturæ: Synodus nationalts 
commenaat Dictatorum illorum ſeriam iuſpectatio- 
nem Andreæ Ramiſaco, Alexandro Henderſono, Jo- 
anni Adamſono, Joanni Sharpro, Roberto Donglaſ- 
ſio, Gulielmo Colvillo, Georgzo Gillaſpio, ex Acade- 
mia, & Prerbyteris Ediuburgeno. I know not if 
ever he publiſhed any Thing in Print; but, tho' he 
lived to great Age, he. retained his Judgment and 
Memory, and gave a Specimen of a fingular poetick 
Vein, when he was Eighty Years of Age, by. two 
excellent Epitaphs he compoſed upon the Occafion 
of Dr. Strang's Death, as Mr. Bazlze relates in the 
Life of the {aid Dr. Strang. Preter alia multorum 
Epicedia, & Vetus amicus, vir doctiſſimus hoc Epi. 
saphio parentauit. | | | 


In obitum Clariflimi atque invictiſſimi Chri- 
ſti athletæ Docteris Strangii. 1 

i] Nazdzt an numen tibi Strange nomen & omen 

= Roborzs, an Strangi, quod peregriua ſonat: 

Dum pendens anims volvo; te nom en utrumgz 

Ingenium & genius demeruiſſè probant. 

Miles in Uraniæ caſtris non fortior alter, 

Aut deri vi ndeæ acrior ullus erat. 

Haſte triumphato totzes, totieſq; ſubacto 

Straugtius invitto robore nomen habes 
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Le feat pietat peregrinum degere territ 
Hoſpiti & Strangi nomine jure frui. 

. Dued ſi vindi ciæ vers pi etaſq; Jugentur 

Dat Patriæ pistas ut potiare polo. | 
Dant & Vindicie vere, ut ſeu ſidus Olympo © 
Clareſcas radizs tempus in omne tus. | 
Hoc gemens merenſq; rovercantibus muſis exequiale 
Carmen effudist Andreas Rameſacus Octogenarius: 


In eundem eodem Aucore. 


() Ceiduo effetum ingenium cum langueat ev0 5 
Hen quas exequias, que tibi quſta dabo?. 
Tu morum exemplar, tu vite norma modoſte 
Et Caſtigatæ tu rationss apex. 3 
Ultima doctrinæ tu linea, cum tua nuſquam 
uo wvirtus terris progrediatur, habet, 
Succedir cælo, & ſemper quia ſumma ſ*cutus. 
Perfrueris ſummo nunc ſine fine bono. 


This aged and grave Father in the Miniſtry, this 
learned Profeſſor of Divinity, when he was 75 Years 


of Age, peaceably ſubmitted to the Sentences of Suf- 
33 and Depoſition, after he himſelf had been 


Toderator to two ſeveral Aſſemblies. : 


But I am chiefly to inſiſt on the Character of the- 


renowned Mr. Milliam Colvil, and his Chriſtian Con- 
duct, when he was laid under the aforeſaid Sentences 
of Suſpenfion and Depoſition by two famous general 


Aſſemblies, . e with the beſt Vouchers 


from my worthy Friend and that learned Gentleman 


in the Law Mr. James Colvill Advocate, who has the 


Honour to be the Grandſon of fo great and good a 


Man. Mr. William Colvill was firſt called and or- 
dained to the holy Miniſtry in the Pariſh of Cramond, 
where he officiated for ſome Years, with fo great Ap- 
plauſe and Approbation, that he was judged qualified 
to be one of the Miniſters of Edinburgh; and being 


tranſported by the proper 3 udicature, was tho- 
S's | 


fir | 
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8 3 . 
ſirſt Minifter that ſerved in the Tyon- Church in the 
Year 1641, after that Building was finiſhed. In the 
Year 1648, he was ſuſpended by the General Aſſem- 
bly for his Silence in the Matter of the unlawful 
Engagement, and afterward depoſed Anno 1649 by 
the General Aſſembly for the very ſame Reaſon ; to 
which Sentences he ſubmitted, never preſuming to 
exerciſe the Miniſtry till he was relaxed from them. 
After his Depofition he went over to Holland, where 
he ſojonrned till the Lear 1652, when he had an In- 
vitation from the then Magiſtrates, Patrons of the 
College of Edinburgh, to ſucceed Mr. John Adam- 
ſon as Principal of the ſaid College; and havipg ſo 
far complyed, as to return to his native Country, he 
Inſtantly found, that the Eugliſb, who then governed 
this Nation, had, by their Threatnings, obliged the 
| Magiſtrates to deſiſt from their Deſign; and that 
Vacancy being filled up by the famous Dr. Leigbion, 
inn wee opera of Dumblain,he, two Months be- 
ing ſcarcely elapſed, had a Call from the City of Perth 
Miniſter there, with which he complied; and af- 
zer he had ſerved in the Miniftry there for the Space 
of eight Years, he was for the ſecond Time invited, 
Anno 1662, to be Principal ofthe College of Edin- 
burgh, and was accordingly inſtalled in that Office. 


This I ſhall vouch from the Introduction to his inaue 


gural Oration which he delivered 15 November 1662. 


DeEcennium Jam elapſum eſt a quo primum ſtatim 
ab obitu D. Adamſoni, viri omni gend politio- 

1 literature ſupellectile inſtructi, e Belgio (tunc 
zemporis fella noſtra) ad celeberrime hujus accade- 
nie prefeftluram ab ampliſſimis patronis wooatus 
ui. Verum aliquam diu dubius animi pendelam, 
' guod ſubolerem Anglo, qui pro tempore, rerum 
 Jumma potiebantur, aditum ad munns llud capeſ- 
ſendum mihi præcluſuros, nec me conjectura fefellit, 
oſiquam enim (favente Deo] in Patriam rediiſſem, 
& celelerrimi hiijus civitatis d magiſtratus accade- 
| | mie 
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16 Mie patroni me ſecum una ad deputntos zflos,- acca - = 
42 demiæ moderatores, ſeu potius raprores duxiſſent, 4 
= gravatim ſatis ab iis exceptus ful: Forum quippe "2 
ul ſatis ſua ſponte #nſantentium animus ſugillatronabr's 

L clanculariis popularium quorundam in partes regias 4 
1 (ne quid gravius dicam) iniquiorum in me inſti- 1 
0 gatus fuit. Multa male intorminati ſunt, ni magi- 

. ftratus ab incepto deſiſterent. Hi autem pact et 

We tranquillitati publice conſulentes (que ipſorum pru- 

* dentia fuit) ab inſtituto, licet inviti, deſiſtere coacti 

© fuerunt: Et (quod mihi non ingratum fuit) D. 

3 Leightonum vi rum pium, modeſtum, et abſque omns 


0 eruditioniſ typho egregie duttum in cathedram ſur- 
8 rogarunt. Ego interim (prout iſtorum temporum 
ratio ſeu pottus inſania exigebat) tot et tanti tem- 
3 peſtatibus domi & peregre attratus vitam et tran- 
t guillitatem privatam in lucro deputabam: Satins 
„ enim durvi inumbra deliteſcere quam in aperto apri- 
- cari, cum tunc temporis Harpye in omnia tam ſacra 
? gam profana involarent : circumatto poſt biennio 
. placuit veneraudæ Synodo Lothiane (diregente bono 
) Deo) cenſure Eccleſiaſtice notam (quo. jure guave in- 2 
| Jarid non dicam) mihi inuſtam tandem pro ſua a: 1 
qua nimitate delere· Vie dum recurrerant duo men- 
1 Jes cum Ot05s am wnyans cigyzbus inclytæ & antique 
1 civitatis Perthenſis ani mo indiderat, ut me ad ſa- 
‚ crum miniſterium invitarent, ubi miniſterio pene 
Per Oftennium non fine aliguo ſucceſu C Deo 
acceptum refero) defunttus fueram. Nunc autem 
 denuo unanimz celeberrima ſenatus Edinburgenæ 
 ſuffragio, cui etiam acceſſit benzgna et wa ee, Pro- 
Jeljorum & regentum omni um invitatio ad provinci- 
am hanc ſubeundam evocatus, parendum ſtatui mu- 
nuſque hoc interpoſita ſereniſſimi regis celſiſſimi legati 
authoritate ſuſcepi. | 
The Proceſs againſt Mr. Colvil was begun by the 
Commiſſion of the Aſſembly, as we underſtand, from 
the following Paz er, written and ſubſcribed by. his 
| ; ; 5 B 2 f ' own + 
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Clerk of the Commiſſion. 


own' Hand, and atteſted to be a true Copy by the 


Edinburgh 25th Martii 1648. Poſt neridiem. 
Hereas the Committee appointed to hear me 
have reported, that after ſome Conference, I 
32 that I thought that the ing might not only 

e lawfully refifted in the Abuſe of his Power, by 
the Eſtates of the Kingdom, but alſo, that in regard 
of his former Carriage, and preſent Diſpoſition, ac- 
8 to the Declaration, no Endeavours ought to 


be uſe 


33 to the Deſtruction of Religion, and the Li- 
berties of the Kingdoms; yet, that the Exerciſe of 


his Royal Power is not to be denied unto him, where 


it doth not endanger Religion, and the Liberties of 
the Kingdoms. And being, in the ners Place in- 
quired concerning my Scruple, that kept me from 

reading the Declaration? I anſwered, That my Scru- 
ple was from the indefinite Expreſſion, Exer- 
ciſe of Power, without the Word full; which, 
to me, ſeemed to import, that the Exerciſe of 
all Power is to be denied unto the King, until he 
ſatisfy the publick Deſires concerning Religion, Oc. 
wherein, I profeſs, 1 was miſtaken, and that there is 
no juſt Ground in the Declaration for any ſuch 
Scruple. And I do ackndwledge no Endeavours 
ſhould be uſed for Reftitution of Je King's Majeſty 


to the Exerciſe of his Royal Power, until he give 

Satisfaction in the publick Defires concerning the 
Covenant and Religion; and am content to read the 
Declaration without that Diſtinction and Senſe, and 


according to the Tenor of it as it ſtands; and do alſo 
ingeniouſly paſs from the ſaid Diſtinct ion, and do ag- 
knowledge my Offence in not reading the laſt Sab- 


» 
* 


bath, according to the Appointment of the Com- 
þ mifſion, | „ 2 e TIS eg 


3 s W 


Pera Copi a, A. KR. Mr 


for reſtoring of the King to any Exerciſe of 
his Royal Power, in ſo far as the ſamen may be em- 


FFF le Its tht. . 


as F . - 

MI. Coloill having offered ſo great Satisfaction, and 
declared his Willingneſs to comply with the Ap- 

ointment of the Commiſſion, it is probable they 
dropt this Proſecution againſt him; however, it ſeems 
afterwards to have been taken up by the Preebytery 
of Edinburgh; which, after all, they referred tothe 
General Aſſembly to meet at Edinburgh Anno 1648, 
without coming to any Sentence againſt him. This 
Reference is infinuated in the following Sentence of 
Buſpenſion, which the Aſſembly 1oth Auguſt 1648, 


ante Meridiem, Sg. 3. paſt againſt him. 


The General Aſſembly having heard Mr. William 
Colwill ee, preſent, and ſeriouſly conſidering of 
the Reference from the Presbytery of Edinburgh con 
cerning him,“ do ſuſpend the ſaid Mr. William from 
« all Exerciſe of the Miniftry, for his bygone Silence 
in the publick Cauſe, whereby Malignants have 
„been ſtrengthned, and the Well. affected ſcandalized, 
until he acknowledge that his Sin and Offence, and 
* until he give Aſſurance for Amendment in Time 
% coming; in which Caſe, the Commiſſion for -pub. 
* lick Affairs, have hereby Power to relax him from 


* Suſpenfion ; and appoints Mr. Andrew Donaldſon 


to intimate this Sentence the Morn in the Kirk 
e at the Tron after Sermon.“ 


Tho' this Sentengy ſeems to be pretty ſevere, and 
haſtily paſt, and as ſpeedily intimate, yet he received 
it calmly and mildly, and peaceably ſubmitred unto 


it, without proteſting againſt it, as Void and null. 


The Ground for which the Aſſembly ſuſpended him 


from all Exerciſe of the Miniſtry, was no other Thing, 


than his bygone Silence in the publick Cauſe, as is 


evident from the. abovementioned AR itſelf : It muſt 


now be plain, that the Revzewwers impoſe upon the 
World by their Account of it, P. 72. Line 21. there- 
fore that Aſſembly laid them under a Sentence of 


Suſpenſion, as joining with, and ſtrengthning the 


Hands 
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the covenanted Uniformity, 


It is true, that the Aſſembly in their Act ſay, For 
& his bygone Silence in the publick Cauſe, whereby 
„ Malignants have been ſtrengthned, and the well? 
t affected ſcandalized ;” but this was only eventual- 
ly and accidently, as the beſt Things may be abuſed 
through the Wickedneſs of Men; it will be the Height 
of Uncheritableneſs to affirm, that his Silence was 
intended by him for ſtrengthning Malignants and 
ſcandalizing the Well affected. The Aſſembly had 
a quite other Notion of it, for they knowing Mr. 


| Colvill to be a Miniſter eminently pious and learned, 


conceived, that the Silence of ſuch a Perſon might 
be the Occaſion of the foreſaid Evils ; and this cannot 
be criminal in him, unleſs it be a Fault to be pious 
and learned; but the Reverend Reviewers repre- 
ſented it, as if he had been active in the foreſaid Evils, 
when they ſay the Aſſembly ſuſpended him for join- 
ing with, and ſtrengthning the Hands of the Enemies. 

The. foreſaid Sentence was haſtily intimated the 
very next Day from his own Pulpit in the Tron 
Church; but this wiſe and good Man would not pre- 
vent Mr. Donaldſon's making the publick Intimation 
of the ſaid Sentence, by raking Poſſeſſion of the Pul- 


it, as the Method is in our Times; nor was he of a 


| LE reſtleſs Diſpoſition and turbulent Spirit, to ſeek and 
ind out proper Tools, ſuch as Malignants, (whom the 


"Reviewers lay he hud joined ) to. oppole the Intima- 


fembly ſuſpended Mr. Colvill, until 
he gave Aſſurance for Amendment in Time coming, 
and impowered their Commiſſion in that Caſe to re- 
"lax him from it; but he not giving the deſired Sa- 
tisfact ion, the Commiſſion of the ſaid Aſſembly did 
afterwards libel him, as Art and Part in a diviſive 


tion. 


Thus the. 


Petition; to which Libel he gav 


ſwers. 


e the following An- 


An- 
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OT. 
Anſwers given to the Libel, anent my Ae. 
ceſſion to an diviſive Libel, March 5.1649. 


1. J Humbly conceived (under Favour of better In- 

| formation) that an humble Petition, acknow- 
tedging with all Thankfulneſs to GOD, and due Re- 
ſpe& to worthy Inſtruments, the preſent Order and 
Conftitution of this National Church cannot be 
thought diviſive, becauſe the Union of Inferiors in a 

Church with their Superiors, the Miniſters and Ru- 
lers therein, ſtands in an Acknowledgment of their 
Order and Authority; and that which is an Argu- 
ment of Union, 1s not to be interpreted an Evidence 
of Diviſion. ; © 
2. It is well known to the Wiſdom of this Judica- 
ture, that in all Judicatures the-major Propofition of 
a Libel, containing the Relevancy and Obligation 
to cenſure, is ever the Sentence of the Law: But 


ſo it is (ſs far as I know) there is no Act of Gene- 


ral Aſſembly regulating Petitions, or determining 
what Petitions are divifive or not divifive; and the 
Ordinance of the Reverend Commiſſion, finding it 
diviſive, is poſterior to the Fact, and a Fact pre- 
ceeding the Ordinance, cannot be ſaid to be a 'Tranſ- 
greſſion of it before it was made and intimated, that 
none might pretend probable Ignorance. BE 

3. The Book of Diſcipline, Jab. 2. c. 7. gives Li- 
berty to all, tho' not Members of the General Af(- 
ſemhly, to propone, reaſon. and hear; and the in- 
tended Petition is an humble Propoſition of fear'd 
Dangers to Religion, that in Time they may be 
prevented, and of their humble Deſires for Informa- 
tion in Caſes doubtful. 5 8 

4. It is well known to the Reverend Brethren, 
that a Petition was tender'd by many worthy Mini- 
ſters to King Famer, of happy Memory, ſoon after 
his coming by the Crown of England; yet tho! it. 
was againſt the ſtanding Acts for the Time, * 
| | | that 
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that Church and State, was not cenſured as disiſiye, 
but was the Occaſion of the Conference at Han gtun 


Court. 1 * | 
J. It is not diviſive (ſaving better Information) 
in the Matter, or any Particular contained therein; 
for to petition a ſpeedy Remeid againſt the Riſe and 
Growth of Errors condemned by the laudable Acts 
of our Church, is not diviſive, but unitive to our firſt 
Principles. 2. To petition that the General Aſſom- 


bly would be | ar not to refuſe Conference with 


the Eftates of Parliament, wherein the General Afſ- 
ſembly did preveen that Petition and granted it; I 
do not conceive that it was unjuſt to petition that, 
which the General Afembly thought juſt and law- 
ful to grant. 3. To petition a Time for Information 
of my Judgment from the Word of GOD, and Writ- 


 Ings of ſound Divines, before I ſhould preach to the 


People of GOD, that whereof I am not fully per- 
ſwaded, cannot be thought an Error; becauſe the ve- 
nerable General Aſſembly being thoſe whoſe Lips 
ſhould preſerve Knowledge, and called Eyes in Holy 
Scripture; in reſpe& of Station and Calling, to com- 
municate their Light to others; I never thought it 
would be eſteemed a Fault, humbly to petition that 
which in Duty of Calling and eminent Charity, they 
ever ſhew themſelves obliged to grant. | 
6. As for the Matter of Fact, and my Acceſſion 
to the intended Petition, I declare, that ſome few 
Brethren in this Presbytery and I were ſpeaking to- 
gether of ſuc a Motion; that a rude Draught of a 
Petition was drawn up; but after further Conſidera- 
tion, was neither be upon, nor ſubſcribed, but 


ſuppreſſed almoſt in the Conception. 


In March 6 and 7. the Commiſſion proponed ſe 


veral Interrogators, which he has ſet down with his 


Anſwers to them. | h 
1. Whether Mr. William Colvill had any Meeting, 


with ſome Noblemen and Miniſters, before RE” 
825 N the 
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the Time of che late General Aſſembly, for effay-" 
ing an Union betwixt Kirk and State, in carrying 
on the late unlawful r e 
2. Whether after the Defeat of the Army, in 
Arobihald Tod's Houſe, he prayed that the LORD 
would bleſs the Remnant of that ſcattered: Army, or 
to that Purpoſe ? | | 92 e 

3. Whether at the Meeting he had with Noble - 
men and Miniſters, he had any Conference, wherein 
they eſſayed an Union betwixt Kirk and State, in 
carrying on the late Engagement, or any Thing for 
promoting the ſaid Engagement ? PEE, 


Anſwers 7 and 8 of March. 


To the Firſt I anſwer, © That before the Time of , == 
* the late General Aſſembly, I did meet with ſome” 1 
* Noblemen and Miniſters, but had no Purpoſe for eſ- 
” layjng «n Union betwixt Kirk and State; for I wat 
« ſent for, and did not know for what Purpoſe it was. 
To the Second I anſwer, © It being well above an 
% Half. year, fince the Time condeſcended upon, I 
do not remember that after the Defeat of the Ar- 
7 — being in Archibald Tod's Houſe, I prayed for 
* 8 Bleſſing to the Remnant of that ſcattered Army, 
* or to that Purpoſe ? „ bob 0 
To my Anſwer given to the Second Interrogator - 
upon the 7th of March l add, March 8. That as 
I have anfwered de facto, ſo F humbly deſire the 
* Reverend Commiſfion to confider, there is no Re- 
* levancy in the Point, as it ſtands in the general 
«© Terms, to infer Guiltineſs and Cenſure, becaufe © 
* all Bleſſing, even of Perſecutors, is not unlawful, © 
* but commanded, Rom. xii. 14. and at fuch a 
* Time, when the Diſpleaſure of GOD was: mani- 
© feſted againſt them in that great and ſudden Over- * 
* throw, to have prayed for the Blefling of Repen- 
* tance for their Sins, ich had Eindled: the mo { 
Os | * 


> 


a ofthe LORD, aud b 
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gt be thought a Guikinels; but at t 


hen the Army . was ſcattered, to have prayed bby 
«the Bleſſing of Succeſs, had been 3 — ſenſe· 


% Jeſs;. therefore in Reaſon. it would be conde- 


. ſcended upon, what Bleſſing iv pairicular I-pinyed- 


« for. 
To the Third 1 anſwer, * I do humbly conceive, 
2 Jam not bound to anſwer anent that, which is 
©; ſpoken in private Conference ; de occultzs non ju- 
Aer Eccleſia. Neither do I diſtinctly remember, 


* what was * it being « long Time fince 3 
e Reverend Commiſſion does not re- 


. and ſeœein 
& quire a Witneſs to depone of E any Thing, 
* but what conſiſts in his certain Knowledge, I can - 


not be preſſed to depone upon myſelf any Phing, 


* whereof I have not a diſftinft and pane ater Re- 


4 membrance. 


Jlawing Words. 


ment of the Commiſſion anent the Relevancy; or 


* 4 in Equity it ſhould: preceed the Inqueſt de facko 
„by Witneſſes. 2. To propound my Exception a- 
Douglas, becauſe he is Mi- 

Ricbardſon, becaufe he 
is the Informer, and an Informer cannot be & Wit 
I nefs, unleſs in atroci & occulto ſceiere, ui pro- 
8 ſumitur penuria teſtium, which is not here.” 1 
* defire his Oath hereupon, as was done in' Halibur- 


« © Sainſft 
* nor, againſt Mr. 


< ton's Proceſs, wherein I appealed to the Modera - 


* tor Mr. Fames Guthrie and the Clerk their Me- 


* mory: As for his Oath of partial Council, that i 16 


4 proper in the Caſe of declining the J udge.” 


In the 12th of March 1649, Ge gives us the fol- 


lowing Account. of his bring fied. before the Com- | 


miſſion. 
;*:& 


adn & Yak ten 
af T 


The Commiſſion U given him « Lis of Wit- 
neſſes, he delivered his Mind to them i in the fel. 
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„ Remember, 2 1 Winetihs be Ates 
Be * to prove the Second Point, that I defire the Judg- 


Idas cited to hear Mrs. Andrew Fairful and Ro- 
gert Lawrie to be received Witneſſes anent my Ac · 
ceſſion to the Petition: My Exception was, That, 
< they were cor rei, and received a Summons for the 
% ſathe; and that I looked for as mach Equity and 
te Conſcience in that reverend Jud icatoryꝰs Proceedings 

% at in any other; and it was a Rule of common, E- 
4 quity that correus could not be a Witnels,” The 
Exception was.repelFd. Their Sentence was, The? 
«jt was relevant in Cauſes criminal and civil, yet not 
4 iy Scandals.” I ohjected againſt the receiving of the 
like Witneſſes the ſame Exception, with this Addi - 
* tion, © That in Scandals it ſhould be ſoz for, if the 
*'Rtaſon'of that common Rule be the ſame in Stan- 
% dale, the Rule ſhould be the ſame in Adultery, focix 
« rf2mins in that Scandal, tho' confeſſing is not uſed 
„ as a Witneſs, but as an Preſumption for further In- 
« quiſition by Witneſſes. I cannot leath that the 
om mi ſſion did any other Thing in this Affair at this 
Meeting in Marob, but in May thereafter, the penult 
Day, he compears before them, and gives in Exce 
tions againſt the receiving of Meſſrs. Andrew Ram- 
ſay, Nobert Safco, Willzant Treut, Hadretu 
Saunantine, and Fohn Courtie, to be Wirneſſes for 
proving the Libel given in ggainſt him. 
% As it is acknowledged that correi in the fare 
Fibel and Cauſe cannot in Equity be retained 
Witneſſesn in Cauſes criminal or civil; ſo neither 
cab theſe reverend Brethren, being correi, be ad- 
»mitted in the Caſe of alledged Scandal, before in 

. * Ecelefiaſtical Jadicature, for the Reaſons follows 

1 . » #8 | 15 . £ A * * "> I 6 ; * 0 . r 

e 1. Becuuſe they themſelves, (as the Libel bears) 

* are concerned in the ſamen alledged Scandal, 
and it is contra jus nature ut quis ſe atcerſat id 
„ Pram, according to the Teſtimony of found Di- 
vines and Caſuiſts as that worthy Martyr Tidal in 
Aut. 5. and Ames, Caf: Lib. a. Cup. a. Ryeſt I 1 
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| | 20 | 
* , If corre? are not admitted Witneſſes in Cauſes 
tt civil, wherein the Party is in Danger only of Da- 
* mages in his Goods, far leſs ſhould they be admit :. 
« ted in a Caſe of alledged Scandal, wherein the 
Function, Credit, and Livelihood of a Miniſter 
* may be called in Queſtion. RT e 
| * 3. There never was, before the Time of my 
c Proceſs, the like Practice in this reverend Judica- 
4% ture, when the Party did except againſt it; and if 
© any Perſon has been deficient in their own juſt De- 
bi fence, it cannot in Reaſon prejudice me, who pre- 
0 pared my juſt Exceptions in due Time and Place. 
4. There is no Act of any General Afembly 
t for ſuch a Practice, and is is well known that the 
et venerable General Aſſemblies, out of their tender 
„ Regard to an fixed Rule, do always, in the Trial 
% of Scandal, proceed according to the Acts of the 
* preceeding Aſſemblies. ih, „ 
The Aſſembly having met 26th July 1649, ho 
gave in the following Paper, which is written with 
his own Hand. SRO Sd 242 M7 


60 R IGHT Reverend Moderator, and remanent 
% Members of this Venerable Aſſembly; where-- 
< as, as it pleaſed your Reverend Wiſdoms, to re- 
$5 quire:me to give in Writ my Senſe anent my Silence 
in the publick Cauſe (whereby, as the Sentence 
e bears) the Hands of Malignants were ſtrengthned 
and the Hearts of the well affected made fad, for 
e which the late Venerable Aſſembly did ſuſpend 
me from the Exerciſe of the miniſterial Function, 
< the fulfilling whereof was, and is the humble and 
. earneſt Deſire of my Soul: In Obedience to the'Or-. 
6 dinance of this Reverend Aflembly, I do humbly 
« declare, That at divers Times, according to the 
«© Pertinency of Ground from the Text of holy Scrip- 
ture, and the Meaſure of Gift it pleaſed God to 
* give me, I have preached for the publick Cauſe and 


„ Work of Reformation, as my ordinary Hearers can 


" teſt: fy. 


5 a FE | Bd 1 
*® teſtify, As for that Particular of the late Engage- 
% ment, it is Truth, I did not preach againſt it as 
1 Gnful and unlawful, not out of Vanity to pleaſe 
„ ſome, nor Fear to diſpleaſe others, the Lord know - 
eth, but — out of Conſcience; not to preach” 


« any Thing to the People of God, in the Name of 
« God, without or contrary to my Light: As 1 
' © defire with all my Heart, and reſolve in the 
Strength of our Lord's Grace to adhere to the Pu- 
A xrity of Religion in Doctrine and Diſcipline, eſta- 
* bliſhed by the good Hand of God in his Church 
© and Kingdom, and alſo acknowledge, it is my 
* bound Duty, to labour for the Power of Religion 
« in my own Heart and Life, and to cheriſh the — 
in others: So I never intended to ſtrengthen the 
Hands of any who malign either the Purity or 
Power of Religion. That I may give an Account 
* to your Reverend Wiſdoms (as in Duty becomes) 
© of my Diligence for receiving Information: I have, 
* and ſhall uſe the ordinary Means, Prayer to the 
Father of Lights, reading the holy Word, Confe- 
e reace with my Learned and Reverend Brethren 3 
© as alſo the Help of Writings of ſound Divines. 1 
© acknowledge, there has been much Sitfulneſs in 
carrying on of the late Engagement, and Matter of 
«© Humiliation before the Lord; but, as for the Cauſe 
and Quarrel of that Engagement, to do civil Duties 
4 of Relief, Preſervation and Honour to our late So- 
« vercign, altho* that his Majeſty came not up to the 
* full Lengtb of our Deſires, for ſecuring Religion 
* (under Favour of better Information) I am not yet 
© convinced of the Sinfulneſs and Unlawfulneſs there- 
of: And if it ſhall ſeem good to your Reverend 
* Wiſdoms, that, without Offence, I may give a 
s particular Account of the Reaſons of my Scruples, 
1 ſhall be ready, with the Help of God, ta obey 
* your Will therein.” C 
Whether he gave a particular Account of the Rea» 
ſons of his Scruples or not, I know not; but, * oo 
Wc: ME 


l 0 2 

did, it ſeems that neither the ſaid Actount nor th 
above Paper gave full Satisfaftion to that Venerable 
Aſſembly; tho', One would think, that after whit 
he hall -repreſented: to that Venerable Aﬀembly, it 
was a nice and narrow Point wherein he d:ffered froth 
| them. However, the Aſſembly the ſame very Day 

proceeded to the Sentence of Depoſition: - , + | 


PHE General Aſſembly taking into Confiderition 
che Particulars concerning Mr. Milian Colo:ll, 
for which he was. ſuſgended by the preceding AI- 
ſembly, vis. © His Silence in the publick Cauſe, in 
© relation to the late unlawfal Engagement againſt 
** the; Kingdom of England; and having found,after 
* hearing the faid Mr. Walliam perſonally- preſent, 
* that he is not yet come to any Acknowledgement 
«< of that his Sin and Offence, nor offers i any Aſſu- 
i ance of Amendment thereof in Time boming, but 
* on the contrary, remaineth obftinate in his former 
« Ertor; therefore the Aſſembly. doth depoſe the 
& ſaid. Mr. William from the Function, und all ER. 
+ exciſe of the Miniſtry fſimplicirer, declaring: his 
* Place and Charge in Edinburgb to be now vaiking, 
*© and appoints Mr. Anudremo Aqtett to intimate this 
Sentence in the New. Kirk at the Tron the nełt 
„ Savbath, according to the accuſtomed Order. 
| | A. Ken. 
Aſter this Sentence, Mr. Colbill went over to Hol- 
aud, and when he was there, he had in the Year 
1652, an Invitation from the Magiſtrates of Hin- 
zurgh to be Principal 6f the College there; and de- 
 Ggning to comply thefewith, he returned to his na- 
tive Country again. But the Magiftrates being ſtrong- 
ly oppoſed by the Hugliſb, they were obliged to fill 
that Vacancy with another. 8 
e r. 
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Mx. Coloill being fo 2 ointed, he ap- 
plied to the Reverend Presbytery of ZAdinbuigh ty 
> relaxed from the Sentences of Suſpenſion and De- © 
fition, having an earneſt Deſire to ferve. his great 4 
[after in the Work of the Miniſtry, as appears by 
the following Copy of his Supplication given in to 


ÄP 


o 


that Preebytery Jul Sth 1634. e 


« NM HEREAS it pleaſed the Venerable Gene- 
tal Aﬀemblies in the Tear 1648 to * 
«©, nd 1649 to depoſe me from the Exerciſe of the 
« miniſterial Funktion, for my Silence, in not preach- 
4 ing againſt the Engagement as finful and unlawful. 
do acknowledge, in the complex Buſine ſa, as it 
« was carried on, there was Ginfulneſs and Matter of 
% Humiliation before the Lord: My humble Petiti: 
4% on is, That your Wiſdoms may be pleaſed to take 
4% into your grave and Chriſtian Confideration the 
« earneft Defire of my Soul to ſerve the Lord in the. 
«4 Miniftey of the Goſpel; by employing my ſmall 
Gift in much Mercy beſtowed on his poor unwar- 
4 thy Servant 3 that ye would be pleaſed to open my 
„» Mouth and take off that Sentence, which, in the 
« Strength of our Lord, I have endeavoured to beat 
_ © theſe fix Years with Patience and much tender 
« Refpe@ to my Mother-Church; if in thefe- ſad 
„% Times, wherein (to my great Regrets) I cannot 
© have the Benefit of Application to the General 
« Aﬀembly, your Wiſdome ſhall be 3 to con- 1 
« deſcend to this my humble Petition, I ſhall labour, > 


through our Lord's Grace, to behave myſelſ as be- 
* comes 4 faithful and peaceable Miniſter of the 
* Goſpel of Jeſus Gen, :? 
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Vera Copia of the Supplication gien in to rhe 


.- Presbjrery of Edinburgh, by Afr; William Col - 


vill, rh July 1654, which war reſerved to the 
Provincial of Lothian and Tweddale, who 


ęranted the ſaid Petition, 8th, November 1654. 
„„ 5 5 | Warr. Cor vil. 


The ſaid Petition being ſo moving, the Presbytery 
referred the ſame to the Provincial of Zorhian and 
Twweddale, as is evident from the above. Atteſtation 
under his own Hand. In the 12th Day of Juiy 
thereafter, they gave him their Teſtimonials in a 
moſt ample Form, which fully ſhew the great Va- 
lue and high Efteem they had of him. ny 


TESTIMONIAL of che Prebytery of Edin- 


burgh to Mr. William Colvill. _ . 
ry E the Brethren of the Presbytery of Edin- 


« VV zurgb, do by theſe Prefents teſtify, that the 


& Bearer hereof Mr. William Colvzll, ſometime Mi- 
44 niſter at Edinburgh, was for no other Cauſe ſen- 


it tenced by the General Aſſembly of our Church, 


& nor charged with any other Thing, but his Silence, 
jn not preaching againſt the unlawful Engagement 
c in War, carried on by the Parliament in the Year 


„ 1648. And notwithſtanding, that now as Matters 


© ſtand with us, we are for the preſent deprived of 


ec the 3 of having a General Aſſembly, to 
aid Mr. William might make his Ad- 


ee which the 
*« dreſs, for the taking off of that Sentence, whereby 


«.this Church might again enjoy the Benefit of hie 
„ T,abours, according to our earneſt Heart-wiſh and 


% Defire ; yet we could not refuſe to teſtify in the 


“ Behalt of the forenamed Mr. Villi am Colvill, 


© that as before he was fentenced, he did approve 
* himſelf in all other miniſterial Duties, piouſly and 
« painfully, being a Preacher ſound and orthodox 
« jn his Doctrines, of able Parts, and of a blameleſe 


. 1 9 
4 8 


cConverſation; ſo fines that Time, his —_ 


4 * _— i * +. 


U il Places where c hath had his Abode, hach 


, 


„ been grave and Godly, ſuch as hath expreſſed 


© much Chriftian Patience and tender Reſpecta td 
« this Church, and the Judicatories thereof. . In 
« witneſs whereof, we have ſubſcribed theſe Pre. 


* ſents at Edinburgh the 1zth Day of July 1654. 
| Robert Douglas; William Dalglieſh Moderators 


Janet Hamilton; Charles Lumiſden Cletk, 
Mungo Law, | 
Jo. Smith, | 
Hew Mackazl; 

J. Reid, 
G. 2 

Ko. rail, 8 
E. Hutchiſon, = 
Thomas Garen, 

S -- 
David Dickſon, | 
Robert Lawrie, 
John Charters, 
Alex. Livingſton, 
Jo. Sterling, 

Peter Blair, 

John Kuox. 


The Presbytery having (as was obſerved ) referred 7 : 


his Supplication to the Provincial of Tothian and 
Tweddale, he acquaints us, that on the Sth of No: 
wember they granted it, which I ſer down as it is 
extracted by their Clerk. _ f 1 


T HE Synod of Lot hian and Tiweddale taking 


into their Conſideration the Report of the Com- 
mittee, anent a Reference from the Presbytery of 


Edinburgh, of the Supplication of Mr. William 
Coluilt depoſed for his — in the Matter of the 
2 . Un- 
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unlinfil Engegement 1648, in which Sufpticarion 
he earneſtly. defires to have his Mouth opengd, _ | 


the ſaid Supplicerion doth more at length bear) 
having heard himſelf acknowledge before them God's 


Juſtice corre&ing him by that ſad Croſs, becaufe hg 


dad not been ſo faithful and zealous in the Lord's 
Service as he ought to have been, humbly ſubmits 
ting himſelf to the Aſſembiy's Judgment, if they 
ſhould think. it ft ſtill to refuſe his Petition, tho? 


he was defirous of nothing upon Earth, ſo much as 


to ſerve God in the Miniftry of his Mother Church. 
Having read and confidered the Sentence ot his Pe- 
ee which they find to have proceeded upon the 


round above expreſſed; and we j'dge and declare 


the ſame to have been juſtly inflited, in regard his 
Concurrence at that Time with others, in teſtifying 
againſt the Sinfulneſs of the unlawful Engagement, 
might have contributed to the Hinderance thereof. 
And having read a Teſtimonial ſubſcribed unani- 
mouſly by all the Brethren of the Presbytery of Edin- 


burgh (here the Sentence repeats the high Teſtimo- 


ny of the Presbytery concerning him, which being 
already related is referred to} conſidering: alſo, he 
hath now for the Space of well near ſeven Years 
lien under the Sentence of Silence, during which 
Time, be hath not only given Evidence of his Re- 
verence to the Authority of the General Aſſembly, 


by his humble Submiſſion to their Sentence, without 


ever acting any Thing to the contrary, notwithſtand- 
ing of the Troubles of the Times; but alſo at Home 
and Abroad, hath given good Proof of his Affection 
towards, and Adherence to the Reformation of the 
Church of Scotland, in Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline 
and Government; and that albeit he did not come 
ap a full Length to the publick Reſolutions then, 
vet he doth now engage himſelf, never ta hold up 
Debates, nor trouble the Church with his Judgment 
abaut that Queſtion. The Aſſembly, after ſerious 
Deliberation, following the Example of n 
. z 4 
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and gester Modetation of the General Adcrublies of 


this Kirk, upon the above-mentioned Grounds bytheir 


Vote (few being for the Negative, and none at all de- 
firing their Diflent tO be marked) did, | and do open 
the Mouth of the ſaid Mr. William Colwill, and put 


him in a Capacity to be received: into the Miniftry,; 
whenſoever it ſhall pleaſe the Lord that he ſhall 
have a Call: Which Sentence being delivered. into 
the (aid Mr. William by the Moderator, in Name 


of the Aſſembly, he accepted with all Thankfulgeſs, 


profeſling, That as he had ever endeavoured to live 
N N to tender the Peace of bis Mothers 

irk, ſo of all Men he ſhould be moſt ungrate, if, 
after ſo great a Favor, he ſhould at any Time here- 
after, in any Thing hold up Debates againſt the Re- 
ſolutions of K irk- Judicatures; withal, earneſtly de. 
ſiring the Prayers of the Aſſembly fer him, that hg. 


might be found faithful and zealous in the Lord's 


Work, as he ſhall be employed. Extrafted Þ 
Fs MA. Wai Cl. 8. 


Tt; is obvious now, how unjuſt the Reverend Re- 
©7ewers are to the ſaid Synod, in alledping Reaſons 
of the relaxing Mr. Colvill from the Cenſures of the 
Church, which are. not contained in their Sentencey 
as when they ſay, p. 3. Theſe two Miniſters 


„being depoſed by the Aſſembly 1649, that Sen - 


tt tence was not taken off, but by an Aſſembly, whers 


ons, ſuſpended and depoſed ſeveral eminent Minis 
«* ters of the proteſting Side, for the ſame Reaſons 
e for which they relaxed Meſſts Ramſay. and Col- 
„% 221] from theſe Sentences.” The Syaod in their 
Sentence judge and declare, That the Engagement 
was ſinful and unlawful, and that the Sentence of 
Depoſition was juſtly inflicted, becauſe he did rot 
teſtify againſt the ſaid Engagement, and the Grounds 
they go upon are his Acknowledgement of God's 
Juſtice in correcting him, 5 he had not been 
8 "a ro 7 2 | f 0 


the Party that declared for the publick Reſoluti- 
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EF fo faithful and zealous as he ought to have been; 
| The Teſtimonjal given by the Presbytery in his Fa- 
ous his Sabmiffion to the Sentence for a long 


Time, notwithſtanding the Temptations of the Times, 
is firm Adherence to the Work of Reformation; 
1is Engagementnever to trouble the Church with his 
Judgment or Debates, the Example of the like and 
_ greater Moderation of General Aſſemblies. Now, 
Were theſe the Reaſons for which any of the Prote- 
ors were depoſed ? and fince they were not, of Con 
quence it muſt follow, that the Reaſous for depo- 
fing the Proteſtors, and relaxing Mr. Colzill, were 
ot the fame. © nt e 
Mr. Colvil having earneſtly deſired (as the above 
Sentence bears) the Prayers of the Synod for him 
that he might be found faithful and zealous in the 
Lord's Work; ſo he had Grace to be found faithful 
by his Lord and Maſter till his Death, not w ithſtand- 
ing ot many Temptations he had to go in with Prelacy, 
' after he had been preferred, Auno 1662, to be Prin- 
cipal of the College of Edinburgh. For veuching 
of this; I refer to the Account given of him by the 
Author of the Appendix to Sporaſwood's Church 
Hiſtory, p. 49. Milliam Colvil Principal, a Man 
T7 of a very moderate Temper, he was depoſed by 
1 'the Covenanters, and yet he would never accept 
1 4 Preferment, tho' divers Biſhopricks were profer d 
F to him: He wrote divers Pieces which are printed 
e in Engliſb, and Athica Chriſtiana in Latin. But 
_ ea this Character may not much be regarded, 
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ecauſè it is given by Dr. Monroe who was one of his 
Succeſſors as Principal in the Time of Prelacy, Iſhall 
. ſubjoin the Atteſtation of Sir Thomas Stuart of Colt- 
=_ - 250, a Gentleman of great Worth and Honour, who 
oh was not inferior tô any in a firm Attachment and 
| fteady Adherence to the Presbyterian Intereſt in 
the worſt of Times, who lived to have the Pleaſure 
1 and Satisfaction of ſeeing the Presbyterian Govern- 
W ment eſtabliſhed in Sooriarud, alter the late * 
1 i ) 8 eva - 
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| Revolution. I have it from the domeſtick Negiſter 
of the Baptiſms of his Children, written with his 
own Hand, and prefix d to a Bible in Quarto, now 
in the Poſſoſſion of my learned Friend Mr. Robert 
Steuart his Son, Profeſſor of natural Philoſophy in 
the College of Edinburgh. 1 7 
M1 Argaret Stewart was born the 4th . of March 
1666, baptized by Mr. William Coluzl, whe 
continued Presbyterian, and refuſed to be a Biſhop. 
I write this, (ſays he) to ſhew that in thir Times'the 
Generality of the Godly did neither hear nor bap- 
tize (he means with thoſe who had been Presbyterians 
and afterwards conformed to Prelacy) for which they 
were ſadly perſecuted. | . 
Hary Stewart was born. 24th June 1667, baptized 
* + William Colvil Principal of the College, yet 
oneſt. | j 
. Thomas Stewart was born 8th September 167r, 
baptized by Mr. William Colvil Principal, yet ho: 
neſt to his Death. <5 
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The reverend Reviewers pretend there i Diffe- 
rence betwixt the Management of the Aſſembly 1733 
with them, and the Conduct of the Aſſemblies 1648 


and 1649, with Mrs. Ramſay and Colvil; for they lay, 1 
P. 72.* When the Matter came before the Aſembly 38 
* 1648, they emitted a ſolemn Teſtimony and Decla- 4 
* ration againſt the ſaid Engagement, wherein they lay 43 
“ open the Sinfulneſs of it, and prove it to be a ma- A 
„ nifeſt Breach of every Article of the Oath of God, & 


* ſworn by the three Kingdoms: And towards the 
Foot of the ſame Page they add; But did not the 
late Aſſembly proceed againſt us by mere Church 
Authority, without evidencing their Deciſions to 4 
*© be agreeable to the Word, or the Rules and Con- * 
** Ritutions of this Church?” But, is it not true in 
Fact, that when the Affair of Mefits. Ramſay and 
OT JJV 7 Od RR 


dull came before the Aſſembly, that the Aſſem bl 
= emitted chat Declaration, for the Declaration was by. 
| their Act approven the laſt Day of July 1648, S. 
3 21. And it doth not appear that Mr. Coloil's Cauſe 
Wn was brought before that Aſſembly till Se” 34. when. 
| he was referred to a Conference, and cited Apnd. ata 
| to anſwer for not reading the Cauſes of the late Faſt; | 
; and Se. 36 it was voted that he ſhould anſwer pre- | 
= ſently for not reading the Cauſes of the Faſt, at which 
1 Time they continued his Affair till the Morn; and 
1 in Se. 37 he was ſuſpended; all which is evident 
E | from the Index of the unprinted Acts of that Aﬀems 
JJ bly in Folio; ſo that tis certain that the Declaration 
1 was emitted before their Affair came before the Af- | 
ſembly. Again, tho' that Aﬀembly did paſs the | 
1 above Declaration, S 21. what Evidence have the | 
= Reviewers that Mr. Colvil was preſent at. that Seſ- | 
= ſion, or that it was given to him to confider, or that 
tit was ſo much as read to him; and we find that in 
= SV. 36 he is ordered to anſwer preſently, which was 
= as authoritative, if not more, than the Order given 
. by the Aſſembly 1733 to retract their Proteſt. It is 
true that the Declaration brings Texts of Scripture to 
| rove that Confederactes and Aſſociations with the 
= znemies of true Religion, are contrary to the Word 
=_ of God ; and that they bring Arguments to prove that, | 
=_ the ſaid Engagement was a Breach of the ſolemn £ 
League and Covenant; but it ſeems that they were 
not able to convince him of either, as to that Engage- 
ment; for he expreſly ſays in his Paper, dated May 
25, 1648, That in regard of the King's former Car- 
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| „ riage and preſent Diſpoſition, according to the 
Mm % Declaration, no Endeavours ought to be uſed for 5 
x e reftoring of the King to any Exerciſe of his royal | 
=_ « Power, in fo far as the ſame may be employed to 
= the Peſtruction of Religion and the Liberties of 
= « the Kingdoms ; yet that the Exerciſe of his royal 
= © Power is not to be denied to him, where it doth 
1 % not endanger Religion and. the Liberties of the 


- 
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% Kingdoms:* And in his Paper which, he gave ings 


there hath been much Sinfulneſs in carrying on of the 
late Engagement, and Matter of Humiliation before 


the Lord ; but, as for the Cauſe aud Quarrel of th at 
Engagement, to do civil Duties of Relief, Preſerva- 


tion and Honour to our late Sovereign, altho' he came 


not up the full Length of our Deſires for ſecuring. Re- 


ligion, Jam not yet convinced of the Sinfulneſs and 
« Unlawfulneſs of it. Now the Cale of Mr. Erskine; 
was his proteſting againſt a Sentence of the General 


Aſſembly, ordering bim to be rebuked, for uttering 


in his Synadical Sermon indecent Expreſſions, tend 
ing to diſturb the Peace and good Order of the 
Church, which had been very offenſive to ſeveral 


Members of the Nan be which Proteſtation Meſſrs. 


Wilſen, Moncrief and Fiſher. adhered, by which 


Means they eſpouſed and adopted the ſaid cenſurable 


Dxpreſſions. The Reviewers ſay, © That this Sen. 
« tence is not founded on the Word of | God. bus 


% merely on Church- Authority: But ſurely a Re- 
buke is Panded on the Word of God when it is tende- 


red to a Miniſter, for uttering indecent Expreſſions 
in preaching at any Time, much more in a ſynodical 


Sermon: Expreſſions tending to diſturb the Peace 


and good Order of the Church, and giving Offence 
thereby to Minifters, are contrary to the holy Scrip, 


tures; and he muſt be a Stranger to his Bible that 


does not know this; and conſequently, a Sentence for 


rebuking Mr. ZErskine muſt be well founded, If je 


ſhall be ſaid, that Mr. Erskine and his Adherents 
were not convinced of this, ſo neither was Mr. Colpiil 
convinced by the Aſſembly, that his Silence in the 
publick Cauſe was cenſurable, firſt with Suſpenſion, 


and next with Depoſition : Nor that the Cauſe and 
Quarrel of the Engagement as to civil Duties of Rev 
lief, Preſervation and Honour to the Sovereign was. 


ſinful and unlawful, eſpecially ſince the Reſolſution 


of the Parliament, which was the . 
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that Engagement, was (as we have jt in their large 
Declaration, which they emitted 29th April 1648.) 


* Ard as we ſhall endeavour the reſcuing of hisMaje- 
* fty from thoſe, who violently carried him away from 
* Holden-bay, and by whoſe Power he is till detained 
*cloſs Priſoner, that he may come with Honour, Free- 


© dom and Safety to ſome of his Houſes in or near to 
London, where both Kingdoms may make their Ap- 


* plications to him for ſettling Religion and a well- 


grounded Peace: So we reſolve not to put in his Ma- 


jeſty's Hands, or any others whatſoever, any fuch 
Power, whereby the foreſaid Ends of the Covenant, 
* or any one of them may be obſtructed or oppoſed, 


Religion or Presbyterian Government endanger'd 5. 
but on the contrary, before any Agreement or Condi-. 


tion to be made with his Majeſty, having found his 


© Jate'Concetfions and Offers concerning Religion not 
* ſatisfactory : That he give Aſſurance by his ſolemn | 


* Oath, under his Hand and Seal, that he ſhall for 
* himſelf and his Succeſſors give his royal Aſſent, and 
agree to ſuch Act or Acts of Parliament, and Bills, 
* as ſhall be preſented to him by his Parliaments of 
© both or either Kingdoms reſpetti ve, for enjoining the 


© League and Covenant, and fully eſtabliſhing Presby- 


* terian Government, Directory of Worſhip, and Con- 
* fefſton of Faith in all his Majeſty's Dominions : And 


that his Majeſty ſhall never make any Oppoſitionto ] 


any of thoſe, nor endeavour any Change thereof.” A. 


gain, the Sectarian Army having overthrown the 


Presbyterian Government and Intereſt in England; 


and the Parliament of Scotland being afraid that both 


ſhould have the ſame Fate in this Nation, they in 
the above Declaration deſire both Houſes of Parlia- 
ment in England to take an effectual Courſe for ſup- 


preſſing and extirpating all Hereſies and Schiſms, par- 
ticularly (as the ſaid Declaration ' bears) Socinia- 


niſin, Armintaniſm, Arianiſm, Anabaptiſm, Anti- 
momi aniſm, Eraſtianiſm, Fameliſin. Bruuiſm and 


Independency, and for perfecting what is yet further 
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ts be done for extirpating Supery and Pyelac), ind 3 
fuppreſſing the Practice of the Service Book, 6, W 
. Iy called, the Book of Engliſh Common Prayer. But 
ir ſeems, that in carrying on this Engagement againſt 
the SoHarian Army, Malignants (that is, ſich as 
had not taken the Solemn League and Covenant) 


were employed. Wherefore the General Aſſembly 


the laſt Day of July 1648, in their Declaration ſay, 


«© The Means and Ways of Proſecution of this En- 


« gagement are unlawful, becauſe there is not an 


* equal avoiding of Rocks on both Hands, but.'s 
joining with Malignants to ſuppreſs SeQaries, and 


joining Hands with a black Devil to beat a white 


% Devil:” They are bad Phyſicians, who would fo 
cure one Diſeaſe, as to breed another as evil, or worſe 
and it is likely, that Mer. Colvill did own, that this 
was one of the Faults in carrying on the ſaid Engage- 
ment. Ts | os a, 
Finally, the Revzewers complain mightily againſt 
the Aſſembly: 1733, for cenſuring and rebuking Mr. 
Erskine for indecent Expreſſions, tending to diſturb 
the Peace and good Order of the Church; and ſay, 
« That this is to cenſure a Man for his ſecret Inten- 
e tions :” But that Aſſembly can no more be charged 


with this, than the Aſſembly 1648; for Mr. Colvzl} 


might then have-alledged, as well as the Reviewer 
now, that they did ſuſpend him for his ſecret Inten- 
tions, of which no Court upon Earth is Judge, For 
the expreſs Words of that Sentence are, We do. 


* ſuſpend him from all Exerciſe of the Miniſtry for 


* his bygone Silence in the publick Cauſe, whereby 


* Malignants have been ſtrengthned, and the Well- 


© Affected ſcandalized.” From all that has been 


advanced, it will appear, that the Narratiue did ſet 


before the Brethren an excellent Pattern of Submiſ- 


ſion to the Cenſures of the Church, and that the Au- 
thors of the faid Narratzve have by no Means impo: 
ſed upon the World, but have given a fair and candid” +" 
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epreſentation; of the Caſe of Mr. Calvilt; and were 
I perſwaded, that it were needful, I am able to ſatiſ- 


fy the World, that the Committee - in all the 
Matters touched at in their Narrative, have advan. 
ced nothing: but what is certain F act, and convincing 
Argument and Reaſoning, | 4 4 240 
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INCE I had finiſhed theſe Pages, 1 chanc'd 

to conſult Mr. Robert Baillie Principal of 
the College of G/a/zow his Letter, a Copy 
of which is in the Hands of the Reverend 
Mr. Matthew Crawford Profe ſſor of Eccleſiaſtical 
Hiftory in the College of Edinburgh, which Copy, 
he aſſures me, was taken by the Hand of his worthy 
Father Mr. Maithew Cratofurd Miniſter at Eaſt. 
wood, he having had the Uſe of the original Letters 
themſelves from the ſaid Principal Haillie's Son: 
And having found ſomething of Moment with 
reſpe&t to Meſſrs William Colvil and Andrew Ram- 
Jay, in a Letter of his to Mr. William Spang, dated 
September 14th 1649, I ſhall tranſcribe it. Tconld. 
not (ſays he) vote to depoſe Mr. William Colvil 
upon his Libel : The Man indeed, had in my Judg- 
ment, been an evil Inſtrument in Time of the Eu- 
gage ment, yet all was libelled againſt him was 
mere Silence in that Engagement ; for that alone 
I could depoſe no Man, for the Reaſons ] gave in 
the Committee of the former Afembly, when the 
Act did paſs to depoſe for Silence alone, if continued 
in. My Mind did never go. along with that Act, 
tho" therefore, I know the whole Miembly was orher- 
aveſe minded, and ſo faw the Miſtake of my Voice 
by ſome ; yet, I behoved to Voice his Snſpenſion to 

| E continue, 
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tontinue, and 8 2 for Mr. Anda 
.amſay, more was libelled and proven againſt bin, 

an all this Year he carried himſelf in a cancred 

wmnroward Muy; yet, I told, I could not voice to 

depoſe & Man of fuch Age avid Parts; ſo, in that 

Faw, 1 was ſilent to the Peace of my own Mind. 


"ſome of -my Friends wrote ſharp Letters to me 


for it. The Act referred to in this Letter was paſt 
Auguſt zd, Se. 26. 1643: I leave it to my Readers 
to make their own Obſerves on this Part of Mr. 
Buzly' 8 Letter to Mr. Spang; but now, ſince I have 


mentioned it, I cannot miſs to take Notice of what 


Is 2 9 — by the Reverend Regzewers,p. 73. againſt 
| [ok Committee's Narrative, '% 26, concerning Mr. 
David - Calderwood. The aflage follows, Mr. 


Saily, Principal of the College of Glaſgow, ina 
Letter to Mr, Spang, of the Date Septemler 14. 
1649 (the Narrative i is uncorrectly printed as to the 
Year) to be found in a Manuſcript Collection of his 


Letters, hich is in the Hands of his Friends, con- 
- cerning the Act of Aſſembly Anno I 649, placing 


he Power of Election of a Miniſter in the Kirk- 


eſfion, informs us, That Mr. David Calderwood, 4 


Miniſter of very great Note in our Church, entred © 


a ſharp Proteſtation againſt that Act, and required 
it to be regiſtrats (and adds) this 4s the Hr, Pro- 


reſtation wwe heard of 5 in our Time, and had it come 


From any other, he bad not eſcaped Cenſure. To 
«which Paſſage the Reverend Repzewers reply, p. 72. 
* We know not to what Purpoſe the Narrative 
e makes mention of Mr. David Calderæaod's Pro- 
e teſtation, — if it is not, that the World muy know, 

e that Mr. Calderwood who underſtood Presbyterien 
$6 Principles as well as 4 


T. of Aﬀembly ?“ Bu the Committee never dream'd, 
| that proteſt ing againſt an Act of ap Aſſembly is in 
conſiſtent with Presbyterian Principles; for they 
| knew wes had been nen, Wen their worthy on 

ceſtors 


3 ny in this Age, did not th ink 
e it inconſiſtent with them to proteſt againſt an Act 


” 
7 
” 


esſtors in the W did, from a Senfe of Duty, 


and Principle of Conſcience, proteſt againſt the Deeds 


of General Aſſe mblies, when they ſaw them making 
Defection, and gradually introducing Prelacy into 
this Church, both before the Year 1660 and after it. 
But when Mr. Batly repreſents Mr. Calderwood to 
have run a Riſque, by proteſting. againſt the AR of 
Aſſembly 1649, putting the Power of calling Mini- 
ſte rs in the Hands of the Kirk ſeſſion, Mr. Calder. 


wooa's doing ſo ſeem'd to be a Reflection upon the 


Power and Authority of the Aſſembly to make ſuch 


a Conſtitution: For the General Aſſembly that ap- 


proved the ſecond Book of Diſcipli ne, had, by their 
Authority, put the Fower of calling Minifters into 


the Hands of the Presbytery, and no Man offered to 


proteſt againſt that Conſtitution; nay, that Book was 
ordered to be ſubſcribed by all the Miniſters of the 
Church: Now, if the Aſſembly approving that 
Book, had Power to eftabliſh that Conſtitution, the 
Aſſembly 1649 look'd upon themſelves to be clothed 


with Authority likewiſe, to make their Directorx 


and Regulation; now, a Proteſtation againſt an Ack, 
which only was founded on their Authority and 
Judgment of the Expediency of it, carried in it ſome. 
Degree of Contempt, and for this he was in Hazard. 
And indeed Church-authority from the Year 1638 to 
the Year 1649, was come to its greateſt Height in 
Scotland, and was all that Time watchfully and ſtre- 
nuouſly maintain'd ; for did not the Aſſembly 1638 
ordain, That ſuch as ſhould diſobey their Sentences 
© to be cenſured with ſummar Excommunication.” 
And the Aſſembly Anno 1648, Se. 30. ordained, 
© Thar if any ſuſpended Miniſter, during his Suſ- 
“% penſion, ſhal] exerciſe. any Part of the miniſterial 
* Calling, he ſhall be depoled.” No wonder then, 
that when Church authority was then ſuch a tender 
Point, Mr. Bazly ſhould fay, That Mr. Calderawwood's 
Proteſtation was the firſt that was heard of in our 
Time, 2. e. from the 1658 to 1649. _ | 
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The Reviewers add, That the Aﬀembly did 


| © not judge it inconfiftent with their Authority to 


* inflict no Cenſure on Mr. Calder wood for his Prote- 
* ſtation.” But this will appear to be a. mere Evaſi - 
on; ſince Mr. Zazly gives us to know, That for 


* ſuch. an Offence they would have exerciſed their 
% Authority upon any other Miniſter of this Church.“ 


He was truly, as Mr. 2azly ſays, a Miniſter of great 
Note: For he had not only ſuffered much by his 
long Exile, but had merited much of this Church 
by his learned and judicious Writings in her Cauſe : 
And I know not to what Purpoſe the Reviewer, 
make this Reply, poor as it is, but to ſet up them- 
ſelves as Rivals with this great and good Man in 
Point of Merit. But the Caſe as to Mr. Erskine his 
Proteſtation againſt the Sentence of the Aﬀembly is 
finzular, and, for what I know, has not its Paralel in 


' Hiſtory: For, by his Appeal from the Sentence of 


his own Synod to the General Aſſembly for Redreſs 
and Relief, which Court is the laſt Reſort, he 
held himſelf bound to ſtand to and acquieſce in 


their Deciſion: Otherwiſe, if he does not, he con- 


ſtitutes himſelf- the laſt Reſort, and the ſupreme 


Judge upon Earth, than which there can be nothing 
more ridiculous and abſurd. But the Reviewer go on. 


Ic is true, the Narrative tells us of a Letter from 
Mr. Bally Principal of Glaſgoꝛd to Mr. Sang, 
wherein it is ſaid, That if rbis Proteſtation had 
come ſrom any other, he had not eſcaped Cenſure. 
But as this Letter has not been heard of theſe Four- 


ſcore of Years, till of late, ſo we have much Ground 
ro doubt if it is genuine. To this, I reply, That 
this Letter. was aſſoon mentioned, as our Debate 
of late began, concerning the Right of calling of 


Afzneflers, vis. in an open Aﬀembly, ſome Years 
before the Overture 1731 and the Act 1732; and 
becauſe there was not Occaſion to ſuggeſt it ſooner, 


Can this, or any Reaſon, for thinking it is ſpuri- 


ous? The Author of the Eumble and .modeſt 
0 . 5 Enquiry, 


Fg 


* 


Paquiry, who publiſhed that Part of it that relates 


to the Act 1649, had an atteſted Copy of it from the 


Reverend Mr. Robert Modrow late Miniſter of 


Zaſtwood, who got the Uſe of Mr. Bazly's Letters 


from his Grandſon, and took Copies of them, as the 
Reverend Mr. Matthew Crawfurd his Predeceſſor 


at Eaſt wood had done before him; and now, if they 
are not genuine, the Forgery will land upon two 


3 4 


worthy Miniſters of this Church now in Glory. And 


finally, the Reviewer? ſay, lt is to be doubted 


that it is genuine, eſpecially, becauſe it alledges, 
« as the Narrative bears, that this Proteſtation was 
not, becauſe that Act excluded the People, but 


« becauſe the Right and Power was not lodged in 
& the Hands of the Presbytery, which is contrary to 
« Mr. Calderwwood's Sentiments, in his Altare Das 
« j. publiſhed by himſelf, p. 6, 7, 8.” I have 
conſulted the Pages referred to, and in them he doth 
indeed aſſert, That the Power of the EleQion of 
« Paſtors is given to the Church, tradita eſt Eccle- 


L a: And belongs to the Church, Peres eft Ec- 


% clefiam.” But, I remember, that the Author of 
the modeſt and humble Enquiry, has given a Key 
for underſtanding theſe Expreſſions, and the like con- 
cerning the Church, which, to the Conviction of 
every Body, he ſhows to be the Church Repreſen- 


tative, the Presbytery: And as he has certainly made 


it out to be the Meaning of foreign Divines, when 
they uſe the general Term Eccleſia in this Queſtion; 


ſo there is all the Reaſon in the World, to think that . 


this was. Mr. Calderavood's Meaning, in bis Altare 


Damaſcenum, that ſo we may make him conſiſtent 


with bimſelf in the ſaid Proteſtation; this is a fairer 
Way of interpreting an Author, than that which is 
fallen upon by the Revꝛe erg. But I ſhall yield, for 
Argument's Sake, that by the Church, he meant the 
People; yet fince, a long Time after he had pub- 
liſned that Book, he does by his Proteſtation contend, 


That the Lower and Right belongs to the Presby- 


tery: 


* 
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3 tory : This ſhows, that in his riper Fears and fol 
died Thoughts, he changed his firſt Opinion and 
kretracted it; and when he came to examine the 
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Matter at more Leiſure, and with mature Nelrbe- 


ration, he concluded, it was more conſiſtent with the . 
- Government, the Feace and good Order of the 


* 
. 1 no 
19 he he” 
1 So. 5 
. | 2 


Church, to lodge this Power in the Fresbytery; and 


thus, all that can be inferred from this is, That he 


thinks he is in an Error, to retract: For whatever 


2 Man may loſe in Reputation, as to his Knowledge, 


he ſhall be ſure to gain Eſteem as to his Candor 


and Ingenuity, Auguſtine, that holy Father in the 


Chriſtian Church, got as much Eſteem by his Book 


of Retrattations, as by any other of his Works. 
their Froteftation, they had herein conſulted: the 


And the Reverend Reviewer, had they retracted 5 


Peace as well as the Authority of the Church; but 


it ſeems they are reſolved to verify the old Saying; 
Malunt ſemper errarr, ee ſemel erraſſe uideri. 
When I am upon this Proteſtat ion of Mr. Calder - 


o, from which it fully appears, as it is tranſcrib'd 


in the Continnation of the humble and modeſt Ins 
quzry, p. 138 and 139, That Mr. Ca/derwood was 
for lodging the Right of Election in the Presby- 
% tery, as he ſtrongly argued from the Second. Book 
« of Diſaipline; and that Mr. John Smith did a- 
„ greg with him herein.” It will be ſurprizing to: 


every indifferent Reader to meet with the following. 


Challenge given p. 21. by the Rewewers to the 


Committee. We put them to it o. ſhew us any. 


4 Divine of the Presbyterian Nenomination in this 


Church that ever affirmed that Miniſters may be 


4+ warrantably ſettled, over reclaim ing and diſſenting 
* Congregations, willing to chuſe a Goſpel Miniſter, 


« humble Iuguiry has appeared on the Stage.“ 


4% gl] aw, thar che Author of :h# mat and . 


* 
4 
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etracted his firſt Opinion. And truly, no fincees || 
"Enquirer after Truth will be aſhamed, when he 
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cied did give them more Relief, and that is, a.my- 


remember) CHriſt Legacy, Chriſt's Purchaſe, te 
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5722 they contended, That hs? 
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Krong, that they, could not find Evidences for it, "2 
they did fly to {another Expreſſion, which they fan- | 


tual Negative in the Freibytery and Pariſh: 0 
that if the Conſent of the Pariſh was refuſed, there 
could be no Settlement made. Thus the State of 
the Queſtion has been ſo oft changed, and the Re- 
gzewers guard againſt the Expreſſions, (fo far as! 


Peopler Right of Eleftion, theſe they let go: And 


what now is inſiſted upon, is, That Miniſters cannot : 
 awarrantably be ſettled over diſſenting and reclaim- 


ing Congregations, willing to chuſe a Goſpel Mini- 2 


ſter: But has not the Inguiry finiſbed given Scores A 
of Inſtances of Settlements in this Church, in which 4 
the People had no more allowed them but the Li- 
berty of giving their Confent, - or«the Reaſons of their 
Refuſal, Did not the Miniſters of Fiſe, Aung 
1597, Calderwwood's Hiſt. p. 383, affirm, © That to 
„ thoſe who are choſen by Paſtors and Doctors, law- 
44 fully called, the Flock and Patron ſhould give 
* their Conſent and Protection:“ Nay, does not a ü 
General Aſſembly, Auns 1576, affirm, © That upon 
« the Preſentation of Patrons to the Viſitor, he, with 
 & Conſent of the ſynodal Aſſembly, ſhall give Let - 
.-< ters Teſtimonial'to him that is preſented, lawful 24 


* [mpediments being taken away, at leaſt with Ad» 
« vice of fix Miniſters within his Bounds, or that 
« failing, the next adjacent, to be choſen in the 
. nn F 4 ſynoda! 
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Mm fent of the Flock where be ſhall be appi 
22 bad, or elſe N. Z.) a te eflonable Aale be 
* ſhown by them, wherefors not.“ "Has not the J 

2 ſhewn a great many; - Inftances in the Election 
Miniſt-rs, in which the People Were dot ſo much 

as allowed to be preſent, and. 5 more Inrimation 

was given them than an © ical. Citation, charging 

che Pariſhioners \to/,compear, N the Presby yterys 

to hear and ſee me Minifter or aide xc the Curse 

amongſt them, or then, if they had ac as relevant Es: 
Frier a bim, to r the 


